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Letters From Readers 


I notice in the January copy of the 
Good News Broadcaster, Good News 
Broadcasting Association, Inc., your an- 
nouncement of the 100th Anniversary 
of THE SunpAy ScHoot Tomes and your 


offer to send a specimen copy of your 


paper to those who apply. 

I feel very desirous of having a copy. 
I remember years ago our Sunday 
school superintendent got, I believe it 
was 200 subscriptions, that entitled him 
to attend as a delegate the International 
Sunday School Convention held in 
Louisville, Kentucky. I can never for- 
get the influence of the report of Mr. 
R. T. Rockwell of Amherst, ‘Nova 
Scotia, as he returned from this almost 
world-wide gathering. We kept renew- 
ing our subscriptions to the paper for 
years but have seen it only occasionally 
since. May God bless you in your 
labor of love—George H. Oulton, Nova 
Scotia. 
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lesson for June 14 in this issue 


Lesson 11.—Elisha and Naaman. 
2 Kings 5. 
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A Place Within His Heart 
By Charlotte A. Stere 


HAVE a place within my Father's 
heart— 
A place no one in all the world can 
fill 
Save me alone—and I am dear to Him 
As I would follow in His holy will. 


I have a place within my Father’s 
heart— 

Oh, perfect peace! oh, wondrous love 
divine! 

No other one can ever fill that place— 

I am forever His, and He is mine. 


w 


For Wandering Thoughts 


Imagination can play havoc with 
our peace of mind. If we let our 
thoughts run unchecked they often lead 
us into bypaths that are quite unneces- 
Sary and sometimes wrong to follow. 
We may find our minds wrestling with 
Problems with which we have nothing 
whatever to do and which it is much 
better for us to let entirely alone. 
Wandering thoughts are dealt with in 
an interesting and helpful translation 
of the Psalms by William Kay, D.D., 
onetime principal of Bishop’s College,. 
Calcutta, India (published in London 
in 1870, but now unfortunately out of 
print). This is his translation of Psalm 
55:2: “Give ear to me and answer me; 
I go wildering in my meditation, and 
Moan aloud.” On that unusual expres- 
Sion, “I go wildering,” he has this 
footnote, “I roam about, as a restless 
wanderer; from one sad thought to an- 
other.” Most thoughtful Christians will 












Tecognize that this describes their own 
thinking at times. It is in the same 
Psalm (and translation) that. we find 
this: “And I said; ‘Oh that I had wings 









“Hitherto 
hath the Lord 
helped us" 






as a dove; I would fly away, and be at 


rest. Lo, then would I rove far off; I 
would lodge in the wilderness. Selah. 
I would haste to get me a refuge from 
rushing wind, from hurricane.’” But the 
remedy for these turbulent, trouble- 
some thoughts is found farther on in 
the same Psalm (v. 22): “Oh cast thy 
portion on the Lord, and He shall sup- 
port thee; He will not suffer the right- 
eous to be for ever moved.” Kay says 
that’ “portion” means, “What He has 
assigned thee;—what He gives thee to 
bear; thy burden: thy lot,” and refers 
us to 1 Peter 5:7—so well known to 
most Christians: More comfort for such 
thoughts is found farther on in the 
Psalms in the same translation: “While 
my busy thoughts multiply within me, 
Thy consolations delight my soul” (94: 
19); “busy thoughts” meaning “anxious, 
perplexing, branchings of thought.” 
There are times when we feel almost 
crushed by a sense of depression over 
the multiplicity of problems of this 
world: universal suffering, exploding 
population, strife between labor and 
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management, cold war, the conquest of 
space; and, in the church, dissension, 
division, defection, deadness. These 
things are too much for us and, if we 
are to get done the tasks God has given 
us to do, we must not be continually 
occupied with them. We must come 
back to a simple, moment-by-moment, 

day-by-day trust in God, believing that 
He is still sovereign, and able and 
willing to give us the grace and 
strength for our own work and trials. 
We need to take refuge in the comfort 
of the Scriptures, which is found in 

such passages as these: “They looked 
unto him, and were lightened: and 
their faces were not ashamed” (Psa. 

34:5); “Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind [imagination] is 
stayed on thee: because he trusteth in 

thee. Trust ye in the Lord for ever: 

for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting 

strength” (Isa. 26:3, 4); “(For the 

weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 

but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong holds;) casting down 

imaginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge 

of God, and bringing into captivity 

every thought to the obedience of 

Christ” (2 Cor. 10:4, 5); “Set your 

affection on things above, not on things 

on the earth” (Col. 3:2); “. . . and let 

us run with patience the race that is 

set before us, looking unto Jesus the - 
author and finisher of our faith .. .” 

(Heb. 2:1, 2). 
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ll. Lilias Trotter of Algiers 


This is the second and concluding part of an article reviewing “The 
Love That Was Stronger—Lilias Trotter of Algiers,” by Mrs. I. R. 


Govan Stewart. 


(Published for the Algiers Mission Band by the Lut- 


terworth Press, 4 Bouverie St., London, E.C.4, 5 shillings sixpence net; 
may be ordered from the Christian Literature Crusade, Ft. Washing- 
ton, Pa., at $1.65 postpaid.) 


dans was hard and slow and there 

were few converts. But now and 
then some came to Christ; some had 
the courage to be baptized. “These 
souls had so much against them that 
it was to be expected that God would 
do something unusual without inter- 
fering with His own laws of human 
free-will, and this He seemed to do 
through dreams. . . . The dreams were 
neither miraculous nor psychological 
phenomena but manifestations of God’s 
love for the people.” Several of the 
dreams are described. The work among 
the children was a great joy to Lilias 
and she received a token reward one 
night when a little girl stretched her 
brown arms wide and said: “Do you 


4 ike work among the Mohamme- 


know how much I love you? I love 
you as big as the whole house, the 
whole court, the whole roof, and the 
whole stairs—that is how I love you.” 

Like Mildred Cable and Evangeline 
and Francesca French of the China In- 
land Mission, Miss Trotter was an in- 
trepid traveler in the desert, ever 
reaching out to new hamlets and oases 
to plant the Gospel seed. She “left a 
fascinating legacy in her journals, beau- 
tiful to read in her own artistic writ- 
ing, and exquisitely illustrated by water 
colour sketches of places and people, 
of plants and flowers—marvels of mi- 
nute and accurate drawing which must 
have been a delight to her old teacher, 
John Ruskin, and to other friends 
amongst whom they were circulated. 
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Comfort fer Dark Days 





“Sit still . . . until thou know 
how the matter will fall” (Ruth 
3:18). 

















...- A map was to her a manual of in- 
tercession as well as a challenge, and 
today scattered over the map of Algeria 
and Tunisia are marked mission sta- 
tions of which she was the founder.” 
Many extracts from her journals, with 
lovely descriptions, are given in this 
delightful book. Here is a sample: “We 
camped early as the wind was getting 
stronger, and it seemed doubtful if we 
should ever get the tent up. ‘The world 
is wind!’ poor old Abdulla observed 
wearily as we struggled with it, all six 
of us together. At last we got it se- 
cured, and crept thankfully into its 
frail shelter. Towards evening the 
gusts lessened, and the stars came out 
of the brown sand-clouds, and next 
morning dawned clear and calm, show- 
. ing round the western horizon range 
after range of snowlike sand hills, rose- 
tinted in the sunrise. We knew that 
‘buried among them were the villages 
for which we were making, villages 
where the true Light had never 
dawned. How the angels, how the 
Lord of the angels must watch when 
that light first reaches a new spot on 
this earth that God so loves. And oh, 
the joy of being allowed to go with 
His message! How can people hold 
back from that joy while one corner 
remains unvisited by the Dayspring?” 

Miss Trotter became acquainted with 
Dr. Nystrom, a Swedish missionary, a 
big Northerner with white hair though 
not much over forty, who could speak 
seventeen languages and read twenty- 
five. She helped him in the revision of 
his translations of Luke and John into 
colloquial Arabic. She also wrote tracts 
in Arabic for the Nile Mission Press. 
She and her co-worker, Blanche Ha- 
worth, spent the years of the First 
World War in Cairo with the Press and 
she wrote continually. 

It was in 1907 that the Algiers Mis- 
sion Band, which is still in existence, 
was formed. This seems to have been 
partly the result of the visit to the 
Mission in Algiers of several hundred 
delegates to the World’s Sunday School 
Convention in Rome. (Incidentally, the 
present Editor of the Tunes, as a small 
boy, his‘ father and mother and brother 
and sister were among that company of 
delegates who visited the Mission.) 

In the early days Miss Trotter and 
her companions lived right among the 
people in the crowded Arab quarter of 
Algiers. “We who were on the field 
later,” writes Mrs. Stewart, “see her at 
Dar Naama, the lovely old Arab house 
on the hillside behind Algiers. ‘House 
of Grace’ it had indeed become to many 
a one, a centre of life and light.” This 
is a large, commodious building where 
the headquarters of the Mission is to- 
day. “As well as being the heart of 
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the house, her room is the hub of the 
Mission. Here she dwells with the King 
for His work. It is a place of inter- 
cession and of vision. Her habit is to 
spend the early hours of the morning, 
from 2 to 4 am., in prayer, and she has 
the ear of the King. Then comes the 
writing of weekly letters to the workers 
at the outstations. Her correspondence 
is immense, for she is now known as a 
missionary leader, and yet with it all 
there are dear loving letters to her 
family and her friends.” In reading this 
life of an outstanding woman mission- 
ary leader, one is often reminded of 
Amy Carmichael of Dohnavur as well 
as of the three intrepid women of the 
CIM. “Her gifts of mind equalled her 
gifts of spirit,” says Mrs. Stewart. “She 
mastered Arabic in more than one of its 
forms, and was equally conversant with 
French, and her habit of recording in 
her diary with delightful detail and 
humour the events or lessons of the day, 
developed memory, powers of obser- 
vation, and a command of beautiful 
English.” 

A picture of the deep spiritual life of 
the Mission is given in the next to the 
last chapter. It refers to the year 1920, 
when Mr. and Mrs. Buckenham came 
out from England to help. Only this 
year have they retired from the work 
to spend their last days near their old 
home in England. Of this era Mrs. 
Govan Stewart writes: “At the same 
time, Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Govan from 
Scotland arrived on a visit, bringing 
deep prayer help, and many illuminat- 
ing bits of talk on the life of faith and 
the spiritual training of workers, from 


(Continued on page 419) 
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Notes on Open Letters 





Could Christ Sin? 


I can’t harmonize the thought given 
in the Trwmes (front page, Feb. 14 is- 
sue) in the article, “Prepared for 
Temptation,” with my Bible. The part 
stating, “In Christ’s case, there was 
never any question about the outcome, 
since He was the Son of God and 
could not sin.” While it is true that 
He was and is the Son of God, He 
also was son of man, and as man, was 
tempted in all points like as we are. 
If He could not have sinned, where 
would the temptation have been? If 
He could not have sinned, how could 
He have the feelings of our infirmi- 


¢ 


ties? (Heb. 4:15.)—A Virginia reader. | 


The mystery of the union of divine 
and human nature in Christ can never 
be fully grasped or explained by finite 
minds. We must remember that, while 
He lived as man on earth, He was never 
less than God. “God cannot be tempted 
with evil” (Jas. 1:13). “God, that can- 
not lie...” (Titus 1:2). Of Christ it 
was prophesied, “He shall not fail nor 
be discouraged .. .” (Isa. 42:4). If it is 
conceivable that Christ could have 
sinned, then God’s whole plan of re- 
demption would have been in danger, 
which is unthinkable. Christ “hath an 


* unchangeable priesthood,” and He “j 
holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from 
sinners, and made higher than the 
heavens” (Heb. 7:24, 26). He “was in 
all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin,” or, “apart from sin” (Heb, 
4:15). 

Pure gold can be tested, but the test 
only proves to the onlookers that the 
gold is genuine. So it was with Christ, 
the Son of God. There was no response 
in Him to temptation to sin. _ ; 

Speaking of the union of the two 
natures in Christ, John Owen, the great 
Puritan writer, in his book, “The Glory 


of Christ,” said: “He became what He’ 


was not, but He ceased, not to be what 
He was.” Further he said: “We speak 
of these things in a poor, low, broken 
manner; we teach them as they are re- 
vealed in the Scripture; we labor by 
faith to adhere to them as revealed; but 
when we come into a steady, direct 
view and consideration of the thing it- 
self, our minds fail, our hearts tremble, 
and we can find no rest but in a holy 
admiration of what we cannot compre- 
hend. Here we are at a loss and know 
that we shall be so while we are in this 
world; but all the ineffable fruits and 
benefits of this truth are communicated 
to them that believe.” 

The following quotations are taken 
from the writings of J. G. Bellett, one 
of the early Brethren writers: 

“He was not an unclean Jew; He was 
not merely undefiled, He was undefil- 
able; and yet such was the mystery of 
His person, such the perfection of the 
manhood in company with the God- 
head in Him, that the temptation was as 
real in Him as was the undefilableness” 
(from “The Moral Glory of the Lord 
Jesus Christ,” Loizeaux Bros., 19 W. 2ist 
St., New York 10; 75 cents). 

“If, then, by and by, another were to 
come, and, just to illustrate, as he 
might say, the true humanity of Christ, 
were to suggest the capability or pos- 
sibility of His sinning, I ask, What 
would the soul say to him? We may 
leave the- answer to those who know 
Christ. But we may, at the same time, 
be sure of this: that the devil is in all 
these attempts upon the ‘Rock’ of the 
Church, which is the person of the Son 
of God (Matt. 16:18). For His work, 
His testimony, His sorrows, His death 
itself, would be absolutely nothing to 
us, if He were not God. His person 
sustains His sacrifice, and in that way 
His person is our Rock. It was a con- 
fession to His person, by one who was 
at that time ignorant of His work oF 
sacrifice, which led the Son of God to 
speak of the ‘Rock’ on which the 
Church was to be built, and also to 
recognize that truth or mystery against 
which ‘the gates of hell,’ the strength 
and subtlety of Satan, were to try their 
utmost again and again.” 

“‘T will put my trust in him’ may be 
said to have been the language of the 
life of Jesus. But His faith was gold, 
pure gold, nothing but gold. When 
tried by the furnace, it comes out the 
same mass as it had gone in, for there 
was no dross” (from “The Son of God, 
Loizeaux Bros., New York 10; 75 cents). 
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IV. Is Victory Earned, or a Gift? | 


many years ago 


VERY saved child of God at one 
time or another iongs for victory 
over sin. Yet many such children 

of God have sadly given up hope of 
having in this world a complete victory, 
mistakenly supposing that that blessing 
is only for the life after this. They do 
nt know how simple, and how imme- 
diately available, is the victory for 
which they are not daring to hope. It 
is right at hand, in Christ, for all who 
let Him undeceive them as to the lie 
which Satan has told them, and who will 
receive the victorious life as the out- 
right, supernatural gift of God. 

An earnest Christian expresses what 
are more or less the thoughts of many 
on this subject. He writes with hearty 
appreciation, yet with frankly expressed 
positiveness: 

Under the heading, “Victory Christ’s 

Work, Not Ours,” you state: 

“Christ is living the victorious life 

today; and Christ is your life. There- 
' fore stop trying. Let him do it all. 

Your effort or trying had nothing to 

do with the salvation which you have 

in Christ: in exactly the same way 
your effort and trying can have noth- 
ing to do with the complete victory 
which Christ alone has achieved for 
you and can steadily achieve in you.” 

Can this be true? If it is, why should 

anyone make the effort so much as to 

accept Christ as his Saviour, let alone 
striving to put out of his life tendencies 
that he knows are bad, that his life 
may be purer and better, more attrac- 


why so much as the effort even to be- 

lieve that he is the Saviour? 

You have taken the incentive to be 
a Christian out of the hands of anyone 
by saying that Christ saves whom He 
will regardless of whether they want 
to be saved or not, or you are preach- 
ing the Gospel of universal salvation. 

I have no hesitancy in saying I do 
not believe in your position. My entire 
experience refutes it. Had I never 
made the effort to be a child of God 
through Christ, and desired it and ag- 
onized that I might be saved, I do not 
believe that I should ever have had 
the consciousness of being saved by 
Him, but probably would have gone on 
as a Selfish and self-seeking man of the 
world, and paid less and less attention 
to His claims upon my life. Therefore 
I claim that Christ plus my efforts won 
- victory—eithet futile without the 
other, 

I believe that the victorious life 
which your correspondent writes about 
is brought about by the continuous 
desire and effort to gain it, and that it 
will not come without that desire and 
that effort. I realize, of course, that no 
Man can save himself, but I believe 
that God expects every man to do his 
part toward that salvation. 

It is true that God can save no man 
unless that man does his part toward 
Salvation. But what is man’s part? It 
is to receive the salvation that God of- 











fers him in Christ. THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


tive and lovable? If Christ does it all, - 





A reprint of an answer in the Times 


Dr. Trumbull, who was Editor of 
The Sunday School Times from 1903 
to 1941, had a startling way of pre- 
senting the truths of the Christian 
life. He was an unusually clear 
thinker, had a gift for apt illustra- 
tion, and always urged others to 
look away from their own experi- 
ence to Christ and the Scriptures. 
This is the fourth of his pamphlets 
(now mostly out of print) to be re- 
printed here in this present series 
on the victorious life. 








Tres is not preaching Universalism. 
It believes that the whole message of 
the Bible rebukes that mistake. God 
forces salvation on no one; and God has 
revealed to us in His Word that many 
reject salvation. Our wills are free to 
act; their action is the accepting or the 
rejecting of the “free gift of God... 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

But this act of the will, by which we 
voluntarily and deliberately -decide to 
take what God offers us, is not what 
was meant, in that editorial on victory, 
by “effort.” Men do not, by agonized 
effort, secure their salvation. They 
may agonize indeed under the convic- 
tion of sin which the Holy Spirit brings 
into their life. That is His way of 
showing them that they need salvation. 
But their agony ceases when they ac- 
cept the free gift and realize that God 
has done for them what, by all their 
agony, they could never have done for 
themselves. 


Salvation a Twofold Gift 


Yet the great truth that so many 
earnest, surrendered Christians have 
even yet failed to see is that salvation 
is a twofold gift: freedom from the pen- 
alty of sin, and freedom from the power 
of sin. All Christians have received in 
Christ as their Saviour their freedom 
from the penalty of their sins, and they 
have received this as an outright gift 
from God. But many Christians have not 
yet realized that they may, in the same 
way, and by the same kind of faith in 
the same God and Saviour, receive now 
and here the freedom from the power 
of their sins which was won for them 
by their Sgviour on the cross and in 
His resurrection victory. Even though 
they know clearly that their own efforts 
have nothing to do with their salvation 
from the penalty of their sins, they are 
yet deceived by the Adversary into be- 
lieving that somehow their own efforts 
must play a part in their present vic- 
tory over the power of their sins. Our 
efforts can not only never play any 
part in our victory over the power of 
sin, but they can and do effectually 
prevent such victory. 

If an unsaved man came to Christ, 
and said, “I want to be saved from the 
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penalty of my sins, and I will let You 
save me provided You will let me share 
in accomplishing my salvation, so that 
You and I shall always know that' You 
did part of it and I did part of it,” 
Christ could not save that man. Sal- 
vation is a gift; and a gift is not a gift 
if it is partly earned. 

In exactly the same way, if we, as 
saved Christians, come to our Lord and 
say, “I want to be saved from the power 
of my sins, and I will let You save me 
provided You will let me share with 
You in the work of overcoming their 
power, so that You and I shall always 
know that part of this victory has been 
accomplished by You, and part has been 
accomplished by me,” Christ cannot 
save us from the power of our sins. 
When our Lord says to us by the Holy 
Spirit through Paul, “Sin shall not have 
dominion over you: for ye are not un- 
der law, but under grace,” He wants us 
to remember what grace is. Grace is 
not partly man’s work and partly God’s 
work. It is wholly God’s work and ex- 
clusively God’s work; and all that man 
can do is to receive it as God’s outright, 
undeserved, and wholly sufficient gift. 


Why Agonizing Is Displeasing to God 

We are to use our will to accept the 
gift of victory; we are not to make an 
effort to win the victory. What should 
we say of children in a household who 
spent Christmas Eve agonizing in their 
desires and efforts to make sure that on 
the morrow they should have all the 
gifts that Christmas ought to bring 
them? Would this be pleasing to the 
loving parents who had been spending 
themselves to the uttermost of their 
resources to provide gifts for those chil- 
dren? Even supposing that on Christ- 
mas morning the children stopped their 
agonizing and their efforts, and grate- 
fully took from the open, loving hands 
of their parents all that. was being of- 
fered to them: what part would the 
struggles of the night before have 
played in the receiving of the . gifts? 
At the best would it not have been, not 
only utterly unnecessary, but a sad re- 
flection on the trustworthiness and love 
of the parents? And could not the re- 
ceiving of the gifts take place only 
after the mistaken efforts had ceased? 

The only thing for those children to 
do on Christmas Day is to use ‘their 
wills to receive what the love of the 
parents has provided. If a child chose 
to use his will to refuse the gifts, the 
gifts would not be his. There would 
be no “universalism,” even in that little 
family, if a gift was deliberately re- 
fused by a child. But the efforts of the 
children can have no place in making 
Christmas Day a time of their joyous 
receiving of the expressed love of the 
father and mother. 

Our Lord wants our lives on earth to 
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be one long Christmas Day of receiving 
His gift of Himself as our victory. We 
don’t need to agonize about it; we don’t 
need to work for it. The more we 
work and the more we agonize, the 
more we prevent or postpone what He 
wants to give us now. If we say that 
our experience refutes this, do we mean 
that we have found through the help of 
our own effdrts a satisfying complete- 
ness of victory in our life over all 
recognized sin, so that impatience, irrita- 
tion, unlove, impurity, have been taken 
out of our life, and we are able to live 
from day to day not only free from 
outward expression of these sins, but 
free from their dominion within us? 
Perhaps we have not even dared to 
hope for the freedom that Christ is 
really offering us now and here from 
the power of known sin. 

The effortless life is not the will-less 
life. We use our will to believe, to re- 
ceive, but not to exert effort in trying 
to accomplish what only God can do. 
Our hope for victory over sin is not 
“Christ plus my efforts,” but “Christ 
plus my receiving.” To receive vic- 
tory from Him is to believe His word 
that solely by His grace He is, this 
moment, freeing us from the dominion 
of sin. And to believe on Him in this 
way is to recognize that He is doing for 
us what we cannot do for ourselves. 
When our Lord was in Nazareth He 


“The Heart of Pak” 
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could do “not many mighty works there 
because of”—their inactivity? No; “be- 
cause of their unbelief.” Christ’s power 
is not futile without our effort, but it is 
made futile by our effort. To attempt 
to share by our effort in what only 
grace can do is to defeat grace. “This 
only would I learn from you, Received 
ye the Spirit by the works of the law, 
or by the hearing of faith? Are ye so 
foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are 
ye now perfected in the flesh? ... He 
therefore that supplieth to you the 
Spirit, and worketh miracles among 
you, doeth he it by the works of the 
law, or by the hearing of faith? .. . For 
freedom did Christ set us free: stand 
fast therefore, and be not entangled 
again in. a yoke of bondage... . But I 
say, Walk by the Spirit, and ye shall 
not fulfil the lust of the flesh” (Gal. 3:2, 
3, 5; 3:1, 16). 

The victorious life is brought about 
wholly by Christ, and is sustained, not 
by our continued effort, but through 
our continued receiving. 


And let us never forget this simple 
truth: the faith which lets Christ bring 
us into and sustain us in victory is just 
remembering that Christ is faithful; 
that it is His responsibility and duty 
to accomplish this miracle in our lives, 
and that He is always true to His duty. 


(To be continued) 


How an illustrated booklet is being used in many lands 
to win boys and girls to Christ 


ei ee Kirundis do not like the Kin- 
yarwandas and the Kinyarwandas 
despise the Kirundis, so we need ‘The 
Heart of Pak’ booklet in lots of 50,000 
in the dialect of each tribe, though their 
basic language is somewhat similar.” 
Thus came the request to the Bible 
Meditation League (whose headquarters 
is at 957 East Broad Street, Columbus, 
Ohio) from the Belgian Congo for cop- 
ies of what has proved to be one of the 
most powerful soul-winning pieces of 
Gospel literature in this decade. 

“The Heart of Pak” is a profusely il- 
lustrated 24-page booklet, depicting sin 
in its different forms, with a peacock 
representing pride and selfishness, a hog 
representing gluttony, a toad represent- 
ing filth and gossip, a serpent represent- 
ing deceit and envy, a tiger representing 
anger:and revenge, and the like. In the 
initial “heart drawing” all of these rep- 
resentatives of sin are shown in the 
human heart, then in the next the light 
of the Gospel begins to enter and the 
animals and serpent flee. Then a heart 


is shown with the dove of peace within, 
while in another the face of Christ is 
shown within the heart. 

From Korea where the booklets were 
first used following the Korean conflict, 
reports of tens of thousands accepting 
Christ through the illustrated message 
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of the booklet have been received. For 
the printing of these Korean booklets, 
the Bible Meditation League has ex- 
pended from a minimum of five hun- 
dred dollars upward to one thousand 
dollars monthly. Missionaries and 
national workers use these booklets 
throughout south Korea. When the call 
for tens of thousands of them came 
from Germany, the name of the lad 
was changed from “Pak” to “Hans,” 
with the booklets being printed in the 
German language in Berlin. 

Thus came the adaptation of the name 
for each nation: “The Heart of Adjang” 
for Indonesia; “The Heart of Pedro” for 
the Spanish-speaking nations; “The 
Heart of Carlos” for Brazil and Portu- 
gal; and on and on for more than 
twenty nations of the world. 

From the land of India came this 
succinct comment by a national Chris- 
tian worker: 

“The children of the present day are 
fast enveloping themselves in every- 
thing that is bad, ignoring everything 
that is good. We need imminently 
something that will touch their hearts 
and lift them up to Jesus. I think this 
booklet, ‘The Heart of Vijay,’ will meet 
the need and may save many a child 
from hell and destruction.” 

From Greece, theo Rev. Paul John 
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Pappas of the Oriental Missionary §p. 
ciety comments: 

“This child we shall call Mary. Her 
father and mother were victims of the 
war, and she was left without parents, 
So our friends adopted her. These fos. 
ter parents were contacted by one of 
our crusaders who was also a Bible stu. 
dent. For months he tried to win this 
family to Christ. One day he took the 
little booklet, ‘The Heart of Pak,’ into 
the home. The little girl read it with 
interest. After she read the book, she 
went out to play, and had trouble with 
her playmates. Sorrowful, she ran into 
the house and cried out, ‘Mother, I have 
all those animals that were in the heart 
of Pak in my heart, and I want you to 
pray that God will take them out.’ The 
mother knelt with the child, and the 
little one sobbed for a time, and then 
exclaimed, ‘Jesus has come into my 
heart, and now all the animals are 
gone!’ We want to pray that this child 
may grow up to become a missionary 
to her own people. Her mother now 
claims to be saved.” 

K. N. Phillips of Kenya, in Africa, 
has reported on the production at Bible 
Meditation League expense of the book- 
lets for the Mau Mau tribe, saying, “The 
Evangel Press of Kisumu, Kenya, of- 
fered to do the printing of the Kikuyu 
edition. We are proceeding with the 
printing of 15,000 copies.” 

In north central India the booklet 
has been given the name of “The Heart 
of Dinu,” and missionaries like Julia 
Derr of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance, J. H. Davey of the Irish Pres- 
byterian Mission, and others are reap- 
ing many souls among the youth. 

The booklet is being used in the vast 
foundation work of the Presbyterians 
in the new capital city of Brazil, called 
Brasilia. Missionary Stephen J. Sloop 
comments: 

“The attractive form and solid Gospel 
content of your tracts enable us to win 
people to Christ more easily. I could. 
use another shipment of ‘The Wounds 
of Christ’ and ‘Prisoner of Japan,’ also 
any other you may publish in Portu- 
guese. Am especially interested in ‘The 
Heart of Carlos.’ Our newest project 
in Pirapora has borne fruit during its 
first year. In the afternoon of our an- 
niversary Sunday approximately two 
hundred underprivileged children in a 
self-help school received their first 
knowledge of the Gospel with manifest 
appreciation.” 

One of the largest distribution crusades 
with the booklets is being undertaken 
in India’s 640,000 totally unevangelized 
villages. With the Gospel material pro- 
vided without cost to the workers, stu- 
dents from the colleges and universities 
who have found Christ as their Saviour 
are going into many of the villages under 
the supervision of a Christian college 
professor, and are finding the villagers 
amazingly eager to receive the message 
of “The Heart of Pak” in their individual 
languages, many of them turning from 
Buddhism and Communism to Christ. 
Also one of the largest missionary OF- 
ganizations in the world has assigned a 
second-term missionary to the exclusive 
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work of evangelizing eight hundred of 
the villages with literature during the 
next four and a half years. 

The approximate cost of the needed 
Bibles, booklets, and tracts for a village 
is twenty-five dollars. Scores of Chris- 
tian people are “adopting” from one to 
twenty villages through their contribu- 
tions to the Bible Meditation League. 

I had a most interesting experience 
after I had spoken in a Lakeland, 
Florida, church. I was visiting in the 
host pastor’s home. The eleven-year- 
old daughter, Ruth, timidly approached 
me and remarked, “I’d like to have one 
of those villages. My daddy gives me 
fifty cents a week for spending money, 
and I'd like to give it for a whole year.” 
She handed the guest speaker a pledge 
form for two dollars a month for the 
year. The father was asked as to what 
should be done, and he replied, “Let her 
do it.” Then it was revealed that she 
has already dedicated her life to be a 
missionary. 

Copies of the delightful booklet, “The 
Heart of Pak,” may be received by 
writing to the League, Box 477, Colum- 
bus 16, Ohio. Then additional copies 
may be ordered for use in evangelizing 
the children here in the homeland. 


CoLUMBUS, OHIO. 
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Onion Faces and Linguistics 
By Richard S. Pittman, Ph.D. 


oe KNEW that we mustn’t talk 

\Y to a dog, laugh at a cow, sell a 
cat, marry a first cousin, or make fun of 
a caterpillar, but we did not know that 
it was anit (‘taboo’) to make faces on 
an onion. ; 

“It was Kathleen’s birthday, and to 
help celebrate, we had saved since 
Christmas a potato-head kit, complete 
with tiny eyes, noses, mustaches, and 
eyeglasses, to be stuck on a potato, a 
carrot, or an onion. In our case it was 
two onions. It was no trouble at all 
to turn them into two tiny comical 
figures complete with hats and bulbous 
hoses. Very funny— 

“At least, that’s what we thought. 
The two Manobo girls who live with us 
did not think so. ‘Ad-anit haayan!’ 
screamed one of them. ‘That’s taboo!’” 

But the Manobos of the Philippines 
have also been given something else. 

“The next morning,” continues Dick 
Elkins, after the onion face episode, “I 
went to see several of our Manobo 
anggams (‘uncles’) and explained that 
we did not know that what we had 
dohe was anit and we would try to be- 
have. Not that we are afraid of the 
lightning, thunder,-and hail which they 
know to be the punishment of anit- 
breakers, but because it is our desire 
to win them.” 

Dick’s way to win them is best de- 
Scribed in his own words. “I sat with 
old Manaminto reading and explaining 
to him portions from the Gospel of 
Mark (in Manobo). When I read the 
account of the Crucifixion, his eyes 
filled with tears. I had witnessed to 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Manaminto before in my own words,. 
but this was God’s Word... .” 

And it must be in their own lan- 
guage! Modern translators of the Scrip- 
tures such as Dick Elkins, are finding 
how very true today are the words of 
William Tyndale, who testified: “I per- 
ceived by experience that it was impos- 
sible to stablysh the laye people in 
any truth excepte the Scripture were 
playnly layde before their eyes in their 
mother tongue.” 

There are two thousand tongues 
spoken in the world today which have 
no Scripture. Most of them do not 
even have alphabets, let alone books. 
The attempt to give them the Scrip- 
tures, in our generation, may require 
the training of up to 10,000 students. 
Dick and hundreds of others are doing 
this very thing today, using the lin- 
guistic training gained at the Summer 
Institute of Linguistics. 

This training is now being given each 
summer at the universities of Okla- 
homa, North Dakota, and Washington, 
as well as in England and in Australia. 
Courses are offered in phonetics—for 
learning to hear and write hard sounds; 
phonemics—for making good alphabets; 
and morphology-syntax—for putting. 
words together right. The dates of the 
1959 sessions are June 15 to August 28 
(Oklahoma and North Dakota) and 
June 19 to August 28 (Washington). Ap- 
proximate total cost: $185. Courses are 
taught by experienced linguists and 
Bible translators and carry university 
credit. 

For further information on the lin- 
guistic schools, the 2,000 languages, the 
850 translators, and translation work in 
progress in 200 languages in 11 different 
countries, write to the Summer Insti- 
tute of Linguistics, Box 870, Glendale 
5, Calif. 

SAIGON, VIETNAM. 


The 1959 Alaska Tour 





HE Sunpay Scuoot Trmes has ar- 

ranged to sponsor another annual 
tour through the Alaska Inland Water- 
ways this summer. This will be the 
twentieth tour to this land of majestic 
scenes and splendor. It is planned to 
start the tour from Chicago on-July 1, 
returning thereto on July 24. The trip 
includes overnight stops at Banff and 
Lake Louise in the scenic Canadian 
Rockies on the way out; and the party 
returns via Seattle, with two days and 
two nights at Mt. Rainier and Portland, 
and a day and night at Mt. Hood. An 
unusual arrangement is the spending of 
two days and two nights at the mag- 
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nificent Empress Hotel in the charming 
city of Victoria, B. C. 

The outstanding feature of the tour 
is the cruise on the S.S. Princess Louise 
of the Canadian Pacific Line from July 
6 to 16, through the Inland Passage, 
with stops at Prince Rupert, Ketchikan, 
Juneau, and Skagway. Also, there will 
be an all-day trip out from Skagway 
on a narrow-gauge railroad through 
breath-taking, snow-capped mountains 
to Lake Bennett and on to Carcross. 
On board ship there will be daily de- 
votions before breakfast each day. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a director of 
the Times, and Mrs. Jaeger will ac- 
company the party throught the entire 
trip. There is available an illustrated 
folder giving all details. Mail a card 
to Mr. Jaeger, 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5, requesting the folder and it 
will be mailed to you. 


we 


Lilias Trotter of Algiers 
(Continued from page 416) 


their long experience. An outcome of 
their visit was the starting of a weekly 
Day of Prayer. The drawing room at 
Dar Naama was set aside as a quiet 
room from nine in the morning to three 
o’clock in the afternoon—the hours 
when our Lord hung on the Cross that 
Islam dishonours. All were free to 
come and go as they felt best along 
with their duties; and the morning of 
prayer was kept on the outstations as 
well. The work seemed to leap for- 
ward, for continuous, united, deter- 
mined prayer in the Name is the key 
to victory. The story of the widow’s 
cruse of oil pictures how their needs 
were supplied. The grace that dealt 
with her did not lift her up into any 
place of assured supply; the barrel and 
the cruse were not filled up—a handful 
of meal and a little oil were all that 
stood between her and starvation; but 
these were miraculously kept from run- 
ning out. One September they were 
tested to the very last day for the clos- 
ing of the annual accounts. The last 
mail was in, and brought nothing; but 
another batch of English letters arrived, 
only to be accounted for, as Miss Trot- 
ter said, by being brought by the an- 
gels! And here was a cheque for £130 
—the largest gift ever received.” 

Miss Trotter was confined to her bed 


‘for the last three years of her life. 


“During those last three years, a flow 
of Arabic booklets came from her pen, 
and it was then that she compiled what 
some think to be the finest of her writ- 
ings—‘The Way of the Sevenfold Secret,’ 
the seven I AM’S of Christ, a book for 
the Sufis or Muslim mystics. The 
thought of writing for mystics began 
to take shape when attending lectures 
by George Swan of the Egypt General 
Mission at the School of Oriental Stud- 
ies in Cairo.” In the month of May, 
1928, she was finding great joy in her 
Bible study as she dwelt on the carv- 
ings of Solomon’s Temple. “The final 
entry of her Bible study thoughts in 

(Continued on page 426) 









420 (8) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


International Uniform Lesson 








LESSON 11. JUNE 14. ELISHA AND NAAMAN 


2 Kings 5; printed text, verses 1-5a, 7-15b (ending with “Israel”) 
Golden Text.—The earth is full of the geodness ef the Lord.—Psa. 33:5 


THE KinG JAMES VERSION 

2 Kings 5:1 Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king 
of Syria, was a great man with his master, and honourable, 
because by him the Lorp had given deliverance unto Syria: 
he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper. 

2 And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had 
brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; 
and she waited on Naaman’s wife. 

3 And she said unto her mistress, Would God my lord 
were with the prophet that is in Samaria! for he would re- 
cover him of his leprosy. 

4 And one went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and 
thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel. 

5 And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a 
letter unto es king of Israel. 


7 And it came pass, eat the ie of biel had read 
the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill 
and to make alive, that this man doth send unto me to re- 
cover a man of his leprosy? wherefore consider, I pray you, 
and see how he seeketh a quarrel against me. 

8 And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard 
that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to 
the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? let 
him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a 
prophet in Israel. 


9 So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, 
and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. 

10 And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go 
and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come 
again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. 

11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Be- 
hold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, 
and call on the name of the Lorp his God, and strike his hand 
over the place, and recover the leper. 

12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better 
than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and 
be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage. 

13 And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and 
said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great 
thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather 
then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? 

14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in 
Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his 
flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he 
was clean. 

15 And he returned to the man of God, he and all his 
company, and came, and stood before him: and he said, 
Behold, now I know that there is no God in all the earth, but 
in Israel. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 
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great man ... by him the Lord had esteemed that his physical welfare 
The Lesson as a Whole given deliverance unto Syria... but he reached the summit level of discussion. 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. was a leper.” Naaman (“pleasant- Royalty became involved. The letter to 


Approach to the Lesson 


SRAEL was in a state of political un- 
eo Joram, a wicked king (cf. 2 

Kings 3:2, 3), was on the throne. 
Moab, across the Jordan, and Syria, Is- 
rael’s neighbor to the north, kept her 
militarily on the alert (cf. 2 Kings 3:4, 
5). 

The king of Syria, victor over Ahab 
of Israel years before (cf. 1 Kings 20: 
1-34; 22:29-37), had appointed Naaman 
commander of his troops. Naaman was 
highly respected, a proud but noble 
pagan warrior. He had repeatedly and 
successfully invaded the land of Israel, 
plundering, pillaging, ‘and capturing 
slaves. Among his victims was a He- 
brew lass whose testimony led to a total 
change in Naaman’s life and outlook. 

In Israel the Prophet Elisha, having 
received the mantle of his predecessor 
Elijah (cf. 2 Kings 2:12, 13), was the 
outstanding man of God in the realm. 
Unlike Elijah, the stern, denunciating 
prophet of the desert, Elisha dwelt 
closer to the cities. The “sons of the 
prophets” (2 Kings 2:15; 4:38) looked to 
him as their spiritual leader. 

Naaman’s healing is more than a dra- 
matic narrative. It is a remarkable il- 
lustration of the need of the human 
heart, the necessity of personal witness- 
ing and the unique efficacy of the 
cleansing stream of Calvary. 


Verse by Verse 


2 Kings 5:1—*“. . . Naaman, captain of 
the host of the king of Syria, was a 





ness”), commander of King Benhadad’s 
troops, was a renowned victor. But be- 
neath his military uniform were the 
marks of leprosy. Had he been an Is- 
raelite, leprosy would have disqualified 
him for such high office; not so, how- 
ever, in Syria. 

Verse 2.—“The Syrians ... had brought 
away captive out of the land of Israel a 
little maid .. . she waited on Naaman’s 
wife.” Among the captives seized on a 
marauding expedition across the border 
was this little girl, upon whose testi- 
mony to Naaman’s wife the miraculous 
story hinges. 

Verse 3.—‘. . . she said unto her mis- 
tress, Would God my lord were with the 
prophet ...in Samaria... he would re- 
cover him of his leprosy.” This expres- 
sion of an urgent desire reveals (1) the 
little girl’s freedom of access to the com- 
mander’s wife; (2) her superb con- 
fidence in  Elisha’s miracle-working 
power; (3) the character of Naaman— 
he must have been gracious to have 
elicited such interest in the heart of a 
slave girl. 

Verse 4—“One went in, and told 
his lord ... thus said the maid that is of 
the land of Israel.” The exciting pos- 
sibility was quickly relayed to Naaman. 
Why? Doubtless because other medical 
efforts had failed. But also because the 
little Hebrew girl must have previously 
proved her reliability. 

Verse 5.—“The king of Syria said 

. go, and I will send a letter unto the 
king of Israel.” Naaman was so highly 





. crowds. 





King Joram of Israel would serve as 
Naaman’s credentials and contain a 
pointed, almost alarming request: let 
the leper be healed! 


Verse 7.—“. . . when the king of Israel 
had read the letter . . he rent: his 
clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill and 
to make alive ... see how he seeketh a 
quarrel against me.” Rending one’s 
clothes signified frustration and fear. 
“Quarrel” is literally “occasion.” Surely 
the sudden appearance in Israel’s court 
of the feared warrior from the north 
and the making of an impossible request 
were a trap. If Joram refused, per- 
haps he would be accused of a hostile, 
or at least, a non-co-operative act, and 
war would be declared. He was deal- 
ing, he felt, with a wily as well-as a 
powerful foe. 


Verse 8.—‘. . . when Elisha the man of 
God had heard ... he sent to the king, 
saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy 
clothes? let him come now to me...” 
This is one of the exhilarating verses of 
Scripture. Where a king fails, the man 
of God takes charge! Why be frus- 
trated, Joram? There is still a prophet 
(“spokesman” for God) in the land. 


Verse 9.—*. . . Naaman came with his 
horses and ... chariot, and stood at the 
door of the house of Elisha.” An im- 
pressive sight! Imagine the inquisitive 
A victorious general drives 
along the highway of a nation his 
armies have plundered. He is un- 
molested! His chariot stops—of all 
places—at the prophet’s modest home. 
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Verse 10.—“Elisha sent a messenger 
. saying, Go and wash in Jordan 
seven times . . . thou shalt be. clean.” 
What effrontery! Naaman, the cream 
of Syria’s military forces, has conde- 
scended to grace Elisha’s home with his 
military presence, only to be doubly 
“insulted”: (1) Elisha does not greet 
him in person; (2) he is told to “go and 
wash” in a river of Israel. 
Verse 11—“‘Naaman was wroth, and 


went away, and said ... I thought, 
He will surely come out to me... and 
call on the name of the Lord... strike 


his hand over the place...” This ex- 
plains Elisha’s conduct. It was easier to 
cure Naaman of his leprosy than of his 
pride. The commander expected some 
mystical, magical incantation to do the 
trick. He did not know that his 
haughty spirit needed to be abased be- 
fore his disease would be cured. 


Verse 12—“Are not Abana and 
Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better 
than all the waters of Israel? may I not 
wash in them ...So he... went away 
in a rage.” The Abana (modern Bar- 
ada) River rises 23 miles west of Da- 
mascus and flows through the northern 
portion of the city. The Pharpar, a 
smaller stream, is a bit to the south. 
Both were famed for their clean water; 
both caused the vegetation around Da- 
mascus to flourish. Naaman seemed to 
feel that his national as well as his per- 
sonal honor were attacked by Elisha’s 
command to bathe in Jordan. 

Verse 13.—“‘His servants said 
... if the prophet had bid thee do some 
great thing, wouldst thou not have done 
it? how much rather ... Wash, and be 
clean?” Note the part played by Na- 
aman’s workers: the little slave girl, 
and now his military aides. One sus- 
pects Oriental “face-saving” in the 
scene. Naaman had properly “ex- 
ploded.” Now to please his servants he 
will obey the prophet! After all, he had 
come to Israel to be cured. His faith 
was adequate for cleansing. 

Verse 14.—“Then went he down, and 
dipped himself seven times in Jordan 
... his flesh came again ... and he was 
clean.” He obeyed Elisha exactly. The 
miracle was instantaneous and com- 
plete. He was healed. 

Verse 15—“He returned to the man 
of God ... he said, Behold, now I 
know that there is no God in all the 
earth, but in Israel...” From the Jor- 
dan to Damascus via Samaria involved 
at least a 50-mile detour. Naaman was 
(1) courteous; (2) deeply impressed by 
the miracle; (3) discerning enough to 
attribute it to God. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1, Naaman’s plight (2 Kings 5:1) 

2. The maid’s witness (vv. 2, 3) 

3. The miracle of healing (vv. 4-19) 
4. The sin of covetousness (vv. 20-27) 


The Heart of the Lesson 

A man in need. Commander Naaman 
had all that his heart could wish: 
power, position, popularity,: and pres- 
tige. But he was a leper. The soldier, 
though widely acclaimed for his vic- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


10. June 7.—A Prophet De- 
nounces Corruption. 
1 Kings 21:1 to 22:40 


Next Week’s Lesson 
12. June 21.—Jehoshaphat, 


Wise King of Judah. 
2 Chronicles 17; 19; 20 








tories, was physically doomed. So man 
by nature today, regardless of his 
wealth, success, or prominence, is 
tainted with the loathsome “leprosy” of 
sin. 

A maid who knew. The little captive 
girl may have been ignorant of a great 
deal. But one thing she knew: in her 
native land leprosy could be healed. 
This knowledge led her to speak. She 
was faithful to the light she had. Every 
believer today, wise or unwise, has the 
sacred obligation to point lost “lepers” 
to the Cross, the fount of cleansing. 

The miracle of healing. Naaman’s 
pride had first to be abased: Elisha re- 
mained inside his house and sent his 
servant to the commander. The soldier 
had to realize that not even the pure, 
refreshing streams of his beloved Syria 
could be substituted for the river or- 
dained of God. No amount of morality, 
no human virtue is a substitute for the 
blood of Calvary. When Naaman be- 
lieved and plunged seven times beneath 
the waters “his flesh came again ... and 
he was clean” (2 Kings 5:14). Both the 
new birth and justification depend 
upon saving faith in the Lamb of God. 

The menace of covetousness. Gehazi, 
servant of Elisha, who had watched his 
master perform miracles and had long 
shared his companionship, had a selfish 
heart. He cheated and lied for gain. 
He betrayed the Lord and tried to de- 
ceive Elisha. Naaman, noble pagan who 
became a man of faith, was cured of 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HO were the kings of Syria and 
Israel when Naaman was healed? 

2. Name several of Naaman’s virtues 
and attainments. 

3. How did the servant girl know 
about Elisha? 

4. What striking contrast is seen in 
the attitude of Israel’s king and Elisha 
when Naaman arrived from the North? 

5. Why did Elisha remain inside his 
house when Naaman appeared at the 
door? 

6. Why did Naaman rebel at the 
thought of dipping in Jordan? 

7. Who urged him successfully to 
take the step of faith? 

8. What, evidence is given that Na- 
aman was cleansed physically and spir- 
itually? - 

9. Why does Gehazi’s deceit seem es- 
pecially base? 

10. What exchange of disease oc- 
curred in the cases of Naaman and 
Gehazi? 


(Answers on page 425) 
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leprosy. Gehazi, professing believer 
who denied his God, became “a leper as 
white as snow” (2 Kings 5:27). 


Topics for Development 

History as Illustration. Biblical his- 
tory is a fascinating theme. Become in- 
creasingly interested in the historical 
details of the Old and New Testaments. 

But more: the Old Testament abounds 
in scenes of immense spiritual value. 
The story of Naaman is a superb illus- 
tration of the way in which a sinner 
may be cleansed of the awful taint of 
iniquity. Trace the record step by step. ~ 
Notice the precise parallelism. Try to 
remember Paul’s classic words: “For 
whatsoever things were written afore- 
time were written for our learning .. .” 
(Rom. 15:4). 


Practical Applications 

The Lord detests pride, whether Na- 
aman’s or ours. “Humble yourselves 
therefore under the mighty hand of 
God” (1 Pet. 5:6). 

Abana is beautiful; the Jordan may 
become a turgid, muddy stream. The 
“offence of the cross” should never 
tempt us to seek other means of spirit- 
ual healing. 

Gehazi had been exposed to the truth, 
but at heart he was a traitor. God 
grant that our profession and service 
may be true and sincere. 


Golden Text 

Psa. 33:5.—“The earth is full of the 
goodness of the Lord.” Read the entire 
verse. The righteous judgments of God, 
if they stood alone, would lead us 
poor sinners to despair. But they are 
matched by His goodness (“lovingkind- 
ness”).. His bountiful blessings are seen 
on every hand, but especially in His 
merciful provision for our souls’ re- 
demption through the blood of Calvary. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 


we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcESTED HYMNS 


“Take Time To Be Holy” 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father whose love goes 
out to all mankind, we thank Thee for 
Thy concern for the lost and sinful, the 
sick and sad, the needy and troubled. 
Some of us have burdened hearts. Look 
on us in our need and help us. Forgive 
our sins, strengthen our faith, renew our 
courage, guide our judgment, and see us 
through our every testing time. Others 
of us are concerned for friends and 
loved ones far from Thee or in some dis- 
tress. Save and help them as Thou hast 
aided others. Bless this lesson to us all 
and send us out to be the wholesome, 
helpful people Thou wouldst make us to 
be. So may we be a source of blessing 
to many to the glory of Thy name and 
for the sake of Thy Son, our Saviour. 
Amen. 
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After the Lesson.—Perhaps some of 
you boys and girls have folks at home 
or friends who do not know and love 
the Lord. You wish they did, but you 
think you are too young to do anything 
about it. You could be wrong, however. 
Just think of that little girl in today/s 
lesson. How great was her influence for 
good! She was just a slave girl, but she 
felt sorry for her master and told her 
mistress of the prophet in Israel by 
whom God had done wonderful things 
to help people. Her mistress was much 
impressed. She told her husband and 
he talked it over with his master, the 
king of Syria. By him the king of Israel 
was brought into the picture and fi- 
nally Naaman, and God’s prophet were 
brought together and the healing mir- 
acle followed. 

Now alli that grew out of the words of 
a slave girl. How great was her influ- 
ence for good! Think of the important 
people she got working to bring Na- 
aman and Elisha together! Think of the 
great good that came of it, not only the 
leprosy cured, but Naaman turned to 
the living God! The Bible says none of 
us lives to himself. Even a child can be 
a source of influence, either good or bad. 





BE A LINK BETWEEN 


MAN’S ISTRESS AND 
GOD’S ELIVERANCE 











Make sure that only good influences go 
out from your life. Love and serve the 
Lord yourself and get other people’s 
needs upon your heart. Pray for them 
and tell them of Jesus, the mighty to 
save. Then you, too, will help others to 
find Him and to enter into the blessings 
He is able and willing to bestow upon 
them. 
Caueary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Now Naaman... was a great man 

. but he was a leper” (2 Kings 5:1). — 
When I was a lad in Chicago, I heard 
a preacher dwell on the expression: “a 
great man... honourable . . . mighty 
... in valour, but he was a leper.” Then 
he illustrated it. 

He told of two artists on a scaffold 
painting a mural on an important build- 
ing. After they had worked awhile, one 
of them decided to step back and view 
the painting at a distance. Forgetting 
he was on a scaffold, he started to step 
backward. Had he actually done so, he 
would have stepped into space and 
fallen to serious injury or death. 

The other artist, realizing the danger, 
seized his brush and splashed a gener- 
ous quantity of paint across the paint- 
ing. MHorrified, the artist in danger 
sprang forward to remonstrate. His life 
was saved! Spectators viewing the 
painting would say, “It is a beautiful 
painting, but spoiled by the ugly daub 
across its face!” 

Leprosy is a vivid type of sin—with 
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which we are all afflicted. Regardless 
of how great, honorable, brave, and 
rich a person is, he is a sinner in his na- 
tural state. See Romans 3:23; 5:12; Ga- 
latians 3:22. 

What else mattered if Naaman could 
not be cleansed from his leprosy? A 
poet says: 

The worst of all diseases 
Is light compared with sin; 
On every part it seizes, 
But rages-most within. 
’Tis palsy, dropsy, fever, 
And madness all combined; 


And none but a believer 
The least relief can find! 


“And she said... 
would recover him...” (2 Kings 5:3). — 
The little maid was an Israelite. She 
knew and believed the Prophet Elisha’s 
reputation, whether she had seen and 
heard him or not. 

Naaman’s wife detected the note of 
confidence in the child’s voice and 
acted upon it, with the happy result of 
her husband’s cleansing. What a joyous 
thing it is when children know and love 
the Lord, and have confidence in His 
servants! 

The interpretation of the passage say- 
ing, “A little child shall lead them” (Isa. 
11:6), pertains to conditions prevailing 
during the millennial reign of the Lord 
Jesus; but an application of it can be 
made in this dispensation, for many 
adults have been led to the Saviour by 
children. 

While rejoicing over Naaman’s cleans- 
ing, let us not forget that the Lord 
honored the faith of the little maid who 
said the prophet would recover Naaman 
of his leprosy. 

... Go to, go, and I will send a letter 
unto the king of Israel...” (2 Kings 
5:5) —The little maid had said “prophet,” 
not “king.” Jehoram was king at that 
time. “He wrought evil in the sight of 
the Lord” (3:2). When he perused the 
letter from the king of Syria, he con- 
cluded that he was seeking a quarrel 
with him. 

How often it happens today that 
seekers after salvation go to the wrong 
source and are hindered in receiving 
cleansing from the guilt and power of 
sin! 

“So Naaman came... and stood at the 
door ... of Elisha” (2 Kings 5:9).—The 
prophet heard of the king’s predicament 
and requested that the leper be sent to 
him. 

Naaman was now at the door of the 
prophet’s house, expecting Elisha to 
come out to him, call on the name of 
God, strike his hand over the affected 
spot, and recover him. 

What a shock he received when 
Elisha’s servant came out and without 
any ado told him to “go and wash in 
Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall 
come again to thee, and thou shalt be 
clean”! 

Naaman had gone to the wrong source 
in the first instance; now he was enter- 
taining wrong thoughts as to how he 
should be cleansed. He had also made 
the wrong kind of preparation for his 
cleansing; for silver, gold, and changes 
of raiment could not play a part in the 
cleansing. 


the prophet... 








It comes as a shock to seekers today 
to learn that whether high or low, rich 
or poor, free or bond, white, black, red, 
brown, or yellow, the message is the 
same, “Believe and be saved” (Luke 8: 
12; Acts 16:31). 

“And his servants came near, and 
spake unto him...” (2 Kings 5:13) —In 
addition to everything else that was 
wrong with him, Naaman manifested 
the wrong spirit. He “was wroth, and 
went away” (v. 11). Thank God for 
these servants who talked plainly to 


him, and persuaded him to obey the 


word of the Lord: “Wash ...and.., 
be clean.” : 
Preachers, missionaries, personal 


workers, parents, and friends can be 
used of the Lord to appeal to folks to 
act upon the simplicity of God’s way of 
salvation. 

“Then went he down... according to 
the saying ...and he was clean” (2 
Kings 5:14).—This, in substance, is the 
story of every converted person: I 
heard the glad tidings of Christ’s death 
for my sins; and His resurrection for my 


justification, I believed, andyam saved! 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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The Illustration Round Table 
Rules for og wy illustrations for this 


department rs fhe had upon request from 
the Sere he sunday — Times, 
325 N. Philadelphia 5 


A list. ry oe "lessons fe the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Faith Rewarded.—The earth is full of 
the goodness of the Lord (Psa. 33:5, 
Golden Text). A Christian in Japan got 
his family’s living from an orchard. 
One morning he found on the trees tiny 
worms of a kind he had never seen be- 
fore. He called his family together and 
they prayed that God would keep their 
fruit from ruin, for that would prac- 
tically mean starvation for them all. 
Then they worked all day picking 
worms off the trees and destroying 
them. But when they went to bed that 
night completely exhausted, they real- 
ized that the task was hopeless. There 
were such swarms of the pests that they 
seemed to multiply faster than they 
could be destroyed. Again the family 
prayed earnestly that God would help 
them. The very next morning, when 
they went out to their orchard they saw 
hundreds of strange birds in the trees. 
The birds were eating the worms, but 
not harming the fruit at all. For three 
days the birds stayed, and when they 
left, the worms were all gone, and their 
crop was saved! This Japanese family 
had faith in the living God, and their 
faith was not disappointed—From Vi- 
vian D. Gunderson, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. 











Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for June 14 








“When I Am Weak, Then Am I 
Strong.”-—Would God my lord were 
with the prophet that is in Samaria! for 
he would recover him of his leprosy (2 
Kings 5:3). 


The steady hand can never find the deep 
things of the Lord, 
The agg nae eyes can never see the comfort 
r 


in ord, 

The joyous heart can never know. the healing 
of -His love, 

The learned mind can never grasp the wisdom 
from above. 


But, oh, the trembling hand clasps His, and 
loses all its fear, 

The vue eye can search His Word and 
tread His promise clear, 

The broken heart rests in His love until its 
faith prevails, 

The childlike mind can reach the Source where 
wisdom never fails. 


—From Annie Johnson Flint. 
J. W. Philp, Demorest, Ga. 


Sent, by 


All Need the Same Cleansing.—But 
Naaman was wroth, and went away (2 
Kings 5:11). Years ago when I was 
driving for a certain laundry, I had 
called to pick up the washing at a home 
where two sisters lived together. One 
of them who had just finished gathering 
the bundle together called out to the 
other, “Sarah, are there any more dirty 
clothes in there?” And Sarah answered 
very heatedly, “Soiled clothes! I have 
no dirty clothes!” She was indignant, 
and I could hear her still correcting her 
sister as I was on my way to my truck. 
Between you and me, the clothes were 
dirty, and when they arrived at the 
laundry they had to go through the 
same process as all the other clothes, be- 
cause the laundry has only one way of 
washing, whether dirty or merely 
soiled. Likewise God has only one way 
of cleansing. Jesus said, “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.”—From a 
tract. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Putting First Things First—Are not 
Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damas- 
cus, better than all the waters of Israel? 
may I not wash in them, and be clean? 
So he turned and went away in a rage 
(2 Kings 5:12). A man who had been a 
good churchman, and upright in his 
dealings, became angry when the new 
minister of his church told him’ he 
needed to be converted. Especially was 
he angry when the minister mentioned 
repentance. “Well, sir,” said the min- 
ister, “will you tell me how you think 
you can be pleasing to the Lord by your 
good works if you’re not willing to do 
the first work He requires, and that is to 
come to Him humbly as a sinner and 
accept Jesus Christ as your Saviour?” 
The man was converted some time later, 
and he told the minister, “It was my 
own goodness I was proud of, but when 
you mentioned about God’s requiring a 
‘first work’ from me, it set me thinking 
the right way.”—Told by the minister. 
Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


Are You Willing?—And his servants 
came near, and spake unto him, and 
said, My father, if the prophet had bid 
thee do some great thing, wouldest thou 
not have done it? (2 Kings 5:13.) What 
a spectacle it must have been when 
Naaman, the mighty captain of the host 

\ 
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_of the king of Syria, came with his sil- 


ver and gold, his servants and changes 
of fine raiment, his horses and his char- 
iot, and stood at the door of the house 
of Elisha. He expected a great’ demon- 
stration, and flew into a rage when 
Elisha did not come forth to cleanse him 
of his leprosy, but simply sent his serv- 
ant to tell him to go and wash in the 
Jordan seven times. He was so angry 
that he would have returned to Syria 
unclean if his servants had not pre- 
vailed upon him to do what the prophet 
said. We smile at Naaman’s humiliation 
and rage and wonder how a man in his 
position could act so childishly. Yet 
are we not all more or less like Na- 
aman? Are we willing to do the petty, 
disagreeable day-by-day tasks for His 
sake?—Source unknown. Sent by Mrs. 
A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Not Just Repaired—Then went he 
down, and dipped himself seven times 
in Jordan, ...and he was clean (2 Kings 
5:14). On an old cobbler’s window 
this notice appeared: “Not just re- 
paired, but restored.” We may all be 
“transformed” if we put our lives into 
the hands of Christ.—From the Sunday 
Companion. Sent: by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Thankful for Leprosy.—Behold, now 
I know that there is no God in all the 
earth, but in Israel (2 Kings 5:15). 
Lepers have often had cause to thank 
God for their leprosy because it brought 
them into contact with those who were 
the servants of the most high God, who 
showed them the way of salvation. The 
first chapel for Christian worship in the 
Central Thailand field of the Overseas 
Missionary Fellowship was built by lep- 
rosy patients who first heard of Christ 
from the missionary nurses in the lep- 
rosy clinics. These leper-believers paid 
for the chapel out of their tithe money. 
—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hail- 
sham, Sussex, Eng. 


we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, this account of the heal- 

ing of Naaman, the leper, presents 
an array of apparent little things, lead- 
ing to large results. It should warn us 
not to be too hasty in appraising ap- 
parent trifles and without invoking 
God’s wisdom. First place, the coming 
of a little Jewish maiden as a servant 
into the home of a great general in the 
Syrian army would seem to be an in- 
cident of small consequence, but it re- 
sulted in the healing of the general’s 
incurable disease. The little maid was 
not a doctor, but she believed in the 
power of God through His prophet, and 
she had the faith and the courage to 
mention it to her mistress, Mrs. Naa- 
man. “Would God my lord were with 


the prophet that is in Samaria! for he 
would recover him of his leprosy,” said 
the little maid. And this led to inform- 
ing General Naaman and the king of 
Syria, which in turn led to Naaman’s 
visit to the prophet and to his healing. 
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Not only that, but to this heathen gen- 
eral’s confession: “Behold, now I know 
that there is no God in all the earth, but 
in Israel.” A little maid’s faithfulness 
produced a big result, affecting a nation. 

Second place: the prophet’s prescrip- 
tion for the leper-stricken general— 
simply to dip in the muddy Jordan 
River! Naaman was insulted and said, 
“Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters of 
Israel? may I not wash in them, and - 
be clean? So he... went away ina 
rage. And his servants . . . spake unto 
him, and said, My father, if the prophet 
had bid thee do some great thing, would- 


est thou not have done it? How 
much rather then, when he saith to 
thee, Wash, and be clean? Then went 


he down and dipped himself seven 
times in Jordan, according to the saying 
of the man of God: and his flesh came 
again like unto the flesh of a little child, 
and he was clean.” 

The next thing which seemed to be a 
small matter to Gehazi, the prophet’s 
servant, was his attempted “rake-off.” 
When the prophet refused to accept a 
grateful reward from Naaman, Gehazi 
said to himself, “Behold, my master 
hath spared Naaman this Syrian, in not 
receiving at his hands that which he 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





Clisha a laaman 
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brought: but, as the Lord liveth, I will 
run after him, and take somewhat of 
him.” “Somewhat” sounds small. Ge- 
hazi’s appraisal of that act was fatal, 
for the result was, as pronounced by 
his master, “The leprosy therefore of 
Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and to 
thy seed for ever. And he went out 
from his presence a leper as white as 
snow.” Think of it: one ill-considered 
and comparatively trifling act plunged 
a whole generation and those to follow 
into the horrible bondage of leprosy! 
A trifling hangnail caused a friend of 
mine to lose his finger. He might have 
lost his arm—or even his life—if the 
surgeon had not headed off the infec- 
tion at the knuckle. “Little drops of 
water, little grains of sand, make the 
mighty ocean and the pleasant land.” 
“Little is much, if God is in it.” 
“A little one shall become a thousand, 
‘and a small one a strong nation: I the 
Lord will hasten it in his time” (Isa. 
60: 22). 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


E HAVE a visitor this morning. 
Maybe she will be willing to read 
the first eight questions on the card, 
“Sin,” and we will give the answers 
from memory. Today we learn No. 9. 
Question: “What is the only thing that 
can take away sin?” Answer: “The 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). 
I see we have one news item. Let us 
have it now. 


An ANGEL CARES FOR ELIJAH 


When Ahab told Jezebel how Eli- 
jah had proved that the. Lord was 
God, she was very angry. She sent 
him a message saying she would kill 
him. Elijah fled for his life to the 
wilderness. There, exhausted, he fell 
asleep. An angel touched him and, 
showing him food and water, said, 
“Arise and eat.” After Elijah had 
eaten, he lay down again and slept. 
The angel came the second time and 
again told him to eat. Elijah went in 
the strength of that food forty days 
and forty nights. We are glad to 
know that God’s angels are interested 
in His people——Mary Vivian. 


Thank you! Here are suggestions for 
news items for you to bring next Sun- 
day: (1) King Ahab Slain—1 Kings 22: 
29-38; (2) Elijah Taken to Heaven 
Without Dying—2 Kings 2:1-11; (3) 
Amazing Increase of Widow’s Oil—2 
Kings 4:1-7; (4) King Asa Prays Before 
Battle—2 Chronicles 14; (5) Jehu De- 
stroys Descendants of Ahab—2 Kings 9. 

This silhouette picture reminds us of 
last Sunday’s lesson. Who can tell what 
it represents? (Elijah talking to Ahab 
in Naboth’s vineyard.) Right. He was 
telling of God’s judgment coming on 
him because of his sin. 

Here are pictures of six kings we have 
studied about this quarter. As soon as 
they are passed out, please change seats 
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till you are in chronological order, with 
the one that has Saul’s picture sitting 
first. 

You remember that when God spoke 
to Elijah on Mt. Horeb in that still 
small voice, He told him to anoint 
Elisha as his successor. Before today’s 
lesson begins, Ahab was killed and 
Elijah taken to Heaven without dying. 
Ahab’s oldest son reigned only two 
years and died, so his brother Jehoram 
became king. He reigned twelve years 
so it seems that today’s story took place 
during his reign, though the king’s name 
is not mentioned. 

Turn to 2 Kings 5. On the black- 
board I have listed eight characters we 
will meet as we read the first fifteen 
verses of this chapter. When we have 
finished, let us write something after 
each person’s name, showing his part 
in the story. 

Naaman—Syrian captain with lep- 
rosy. 

Little Girl—Israelite 
knew God’s prophet. 

King of Syria-—Sent letter to king of 
Israel about Naaman. 

King of Israel—Not knowing God, 
tore his robes in dismay. 

Elisha—Heard that the king had torn 
his robes. 

Naaman’s servants—Persuaded Naa- 
man to try dipping in Jordan. 

To us this story is especially interest- 
ing, because a girl played an important 
part in it. She was taken from her 
home in Israel, where she had been 
taught about the true God, to a strange 
house in a heathen land. But she did 
not forget the true God! And, though 
only a slave, she dared to speak about 
Him there. She must have been truth- 
ful, for her words were believed. The 
result of this girl’s testimony was that 
Naaman’s leprosy was cured, and also 
that he was brought to know the Lord! 

This little girl was wiser than the 
king of Israel. He never thought of 
God’s prophet, though Elisha did great 
miracles. He considered the king of 
Syria’s letter a threat of war instead of 
an opportunity to spread the knowledge 
of.the true God. 

Elisha’s message to Naaman was no 
doubt directed by God. He kept him- 
self out of sight, that the glory of the 
cure would be entirely the Lord’s. And 
it was. After Naaman was healed, he 
did not ask to take home a memento of 
Elisha, like a handkerchief or belt. No, 
he asked for some soil from the land of 
Israel, so that he might have a clean 
place to worship Israel’s God. 

Although Naaman’s servants were 
heathen, they showed good sense, and 
Naaman had intelligence enough to take 
their advice and try the cure since it 
was not difficult. This method of be- 
ing healed was humbling to the great 
Captain, but it was .the only way he 
ever could be healed, for it was Ged’s 





captive who 


way. 

Naaman’s cleansing from leprosy is a 
type of a sinner’s cleansing from sin. 
First he must realize that he has the. 
disease; next that it is incurable. Then 
he has to be willing to learn God’s way 
of healing. Last he has to do what God 






has commanded. As God looks upon 
us this morning, does He see us in all 
our sins, or does He see us made whiter 
than snow by the blood of Jesus? 





This quarter we are usi the Scripture 

Oatechism Card, ‘Sin,’ 20c ry B- and Emmy 

Lou met porte silhouettes, “Kings of 
uda 


Israel an .”’ 75¢ set of 16. These may 
be ordered from V. D. Gunderson, F le, 
Wash. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Naaman Finds Help 
(2 Kings 5:1-3, 9-15) 


GAIN we shall center our review 
around an acrostic: 

E ast of Jordan 

L ittle lasts long 

I s Baal God? 

J ust I am left 

A vineyard 

H eaven 

Our story today starts in two differ- 
ent countries. First, Tom will show us 
on the map where Samaria is in Israel, 
and Ronald where Damascus is in Syria. 
(Assign parts beforehand so that each 
individual can participate in the lesson 
presentation.) Those two countries 
were at war many times. A little girl 
helped keep peace by bringing two im- 
portant enemies together! 

First, the man in Samaria. After the 
wind, earthquake, and fire at Mount 
Sinai, when God in the quietness spoke 
to discouraged Elijah, He told him to 
do this: You are to anoint Elisha, the 
son of Shaphat, who lives in Abel- 
meholah, to be prophet in your place. 
James will read what Elisha was doing 
when Elijah came (1 Kings 19:19), and 
Dorothy what Elisha did about it (vv. 
20, 21). A farewell party! Do you re- 
member what “ministered” means? We 
had a memory verse about it. (Mark 10: 
43). You will find one thing Elisha did 
to help Elijah in 2 Kings 3:11—helped 
him wash up in the way they did it in 
those: days! Just before Elijah was 
taken up, Elisha asked if he could have 
God’s Spirit and power as Elijah had 
had. Elijah could not give that to any- 
one, but he did tell Elisha that if he 
saw him when God took him away, it 
would be a sign that the Spirit would 
be with him. Sally will read 2 Kings 
2:10-12, and you can see whether Elisha 
was going to get God’s Spirit and 
power. After that Elisha did miracles. 
Now we have met Elisha in Israel. 

Next let us go up to Syria and meet 
Naaman. He was a four-star general 
in command of the army, who had won 
victories over Israel, a favorite of the 
king. See what terrible trouble this 
great man had. Jonathan, read 5:1. 
(Discuss the disease.) 

Lastly, who was the little girl who 
brought: together these men who had 
been enemies? We do not even know 
her name! Kidnaped from Israel by 
soldiers of Syria, she was a little slave 
in a foreign land. But for whom did 
she work? Naaman’s wife! 
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Lesson for June 14 


Now our story really begins—how this 
little girl’s faith in her God’s prophet 
started things going! Jane, read the 
only two verses that tell us about the 
girl (vv. 2, 3). Someone told Naaman 
what the girl said. Naaman told the 
king. Those important men believed 
what a little girl from an enemy coun- 
try told them! If you had been that 
girl, would they have believed you? 
The king of Syria sent a letter to the 
king of Israel, and Naaman started off 
in his chariot with his guard and serv- 
ants, carrying thousands of dollars of 
gold and silver and ten fancy suits of 
clothes. Continue the story, having the 
letter (v. 6), the king’s words (v. 7), 
Elisha’s message (v. 8) read. Can you 
see the general riding up to Elisha’s 
door in his splendid chariot, his horses 
with fancy harness, his servants? Eli- 
sha did -not even come out to see him, 
just sent a message (v. 10). Carry the 
story through verse 19. 

So, because a little girl told of God’s 
power, Naaman was healed of the dis- 
ease no doctor could cure! And he 
came home to worship God instead of 
an idol! Was that an answer to a little 
girl’s prayer? “The earth is full of the 
goodness of the Lord” (Psa. 33:5, Mem- 
ory Verse). What has He done for 
you? Are you passing on to others 
what you know about His goodness? 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AAMAN was the captain of the 

army of Syria. He was a great 
captain. He was honorable (that means 
he was honest and could always be 
trusted). Although he was an excellent 
soldier, he was also very kindly. Peo- 
ple liked Naaman. He was a good man 
—so good, in fact, that because of him 
God had caused him to win a wonder- 
ful victory for the land of Syria. In 
the opinion of the king, Naaman was a 
person of strong character, absolutely 
trustworthy, and a splendid captain. 

Naaman‘ was a fine man. But, the 
Bible tells us, he was a leper. Poor, 
poor Naaman. He had a disease that 
could not be cured. It was a disease 
that would cause him to become more 
and more ill. He could never be made 
well. Sad indeed are those Bible words 
—“but he was a leper”! 

One time when Naaman and his army 
had made a raid on Israel, he had 
brought back a little girl. She was 
given as a servant girl to Naaman’s 
wife. Slaves liké this were not usually 
allowed to speak to their masters. But 
apparently Naaman’s wife was kind, 
just as Naaman was. Timidly one day 
the girl said to Naaman’s wife, “I wish 
my master could see the great prophet 
who lives in my homeland. I am sure 
he could cure the leprosy.” 

When Naaman heard that he went 
immediately to the king of Syria. The 
king was excited and happy. For him, 
everything depended on the captain of 
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his army. If only his captain could be 
healed, he would have nothing to worry 
about. “You go right away,” he told 
Naaman. “I'll write a letter to the king 
of Israel and tell him that he is to see 
to it that you are cured.” 

So Naaman started off, taking with 
him a great load of valuable gifts: 
silver, gold, and clothing.- Such a pa- 
rade it must. have been! There were 
Naaman, his attendants, horses loaded 
with gifts hurrying to the king of Israel. 
But what a mistake they were making! 
The little girl had not said that the king 
could heal her master. It was the 
prophet of God who could heal him, 
she said. Nevertheless, Naaman and 
his men went to the king. The king 
read the letter which the king of Syria 
had written. “What’s the idea of your 
coming to me? .Do you think I am God 
who can kill and make alive? Why has 
your king sent you to me to heal your 
leprosy? He knows I cannot do that. 
I know why he has sent you. He’s go- 
ing to start a war against me. If I do 
not heal you, he will start a quarrel 
with me, and then he will come to fight 
me and my people.” The king tore his 
clothes, he was so upset and angry. 

Somehow the prophet of God, Elisha, 
heard about Naaman’s visit. At once 
he sent a message to the king: “Do not 
be upset. Send the man to me. He will 
soon know that there is a prophet in 
Israel.” 

Off Naaman went—his men, his 
horses, and his presents. What a pa- 
rade! How the people must have stared! 
Proudly he rode up to the simple little 
house of the prophet. Perhaps he was 
wondering what kind of magic the man 
would use to heal him. One thing he 
knew: the man would do everything 








This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 421) 


1. Benhadad and Joram. 

2. Nobility and courage; power, po- 
sition, prestige as the result of victories 
(2 Kings 5:1). 

3. She was a Hebrew captive and 
had heard of the prophet’s exploits in 
her own country. 

4. The king was terrified and frus- 
trated; Elisha was confident in his God 
(vv. 7, 8). 

5. He knew that Naaman’s _ pride 
needed to be rebuked. 

6..The river is often muddy. If he 
had to bathe, why not select the beau- 
tiful streams in his native land? He 
was reasoning apart from the will of 
God. 

7. His servants (v. 13). 

8. The record states that his flesh 
was renewed; his subsequent conversa- 
tion with Elisha reveals his change of 
heart (vv. 14-19). 

9. Naaman, now healed, was eager 
and willing to grant the fraudulent re- 
quest (v. 23). 

10. Naaman was healed of leprosy; 
Gehazi contracted the disease (v. 27). 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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HELP WANTED 

Ass’t. Sup’t. of faith gospel mission. Must be soul- 
winner with working knowledge of Bible, business 
and executive ability; able to supervise volunteer 
workers; spiritual and resourceful. 

Summarize Christian work, business experience, 
references and compensation needed. Reply to : 
No. 900, The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 





FARM VACATION «.,, restful vacation in 

a Christian farmhouse with conveniences, situated 
. 500 feet high in beautiful northeastern Pennsyl- 
vania, in commuting distance to the Montrose © Bible 
Conference and wi the li g area of diversi- 
fied daily Gospel programs by the Montrose station. 


Write to: 
FAIR MEADOW FARM 
355 East 68th St. New York 21, N. Y. 





COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS! 





The Apostle Paul writes, 
“in everything give thanks.’ 


Have you ever wished that you could 
show your appreciation to God for His 
blessings by helping others and still pros 
vide some financial security for yourself? 


A SALVATION ARMY 
GIFT ANNUITY 
AGREEMENT 


will do this for you. 


For a gift of $100 up you will receive 
a dependable fixed income for life (up 
to 7.4% depending upon your age). 

After your lifetime, or that of your 

‘ designated survivor, the balance of your 
gift is used to support the program for 
others as conducted by The Salvation 
Army. 

Many other advantages including the 
Income-tax savings are described in 
booklet SST91. Why not mail the coupon 
today? No obligation. 


Per tr ete eer eee ean aeewaeaaeaecaee 


| THE SALVATION ARMY } 
| 120 West. 14th Street, New York 11, N. Y. 


t Gentlemen: 


Kindly send me Annuity Booklet SST9I 
{Name 
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possible when he saw all the presents 
that he had brought! 

Then he was at Elisha’s door, waiting 
for him to pay his respects to him. But 
Elisha did not come out. Instead, he 
sent a messenger and told Naaman to 
go wash in the Jordan River seven 
times. “Then,” the messenger said, 
“you will be all well.” Oh, I tell you, 
this made Naaman angry! In the first 
place, he felt that he should have been 
treated as a great captain. Instead he 
was being treated as a leper. And to 
wash in the dirty, muddy Jordan. That 
was too much! “I'll go home and wash 
in our own clean rivers,” he decided. 

His men wanted him to do what the 
prophet had said. So they coaxed him. 
And finally he consented. But he was 
unhappy. However, when he had com- 
rpietely obeyed, he was healed! He was 
not healed by the water. He was 
healed by God. Then how happy he 
was! How thankful he must have been 
that a little Jewish girl had witnessed 
for her Lord! How long has it been 
since you have told someone of the 
Saviour who can forgive sin? That, 
after all, is even more wonderful than 
being healed of a dreaded disease. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
ve 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 14 


2. Falling In Love 
(1 Cor. 13) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HERE is a very real sense in which 

there is no such thing, for the Chris- 
tian, as “falling in love.” Much of what 
is loosely termed “love” today is noth- 
ing more than physical or emotional 
attraction. We may, at first sight, be 
attracted by the personal charm or the 
physical appearance of another, but true 
love can come only through sound judg- 
ment, common sense, mutual under- 
standing and interest, and unselfishness. 


bd 


Now we should understand that, 
rightly controlled, physical and emo- 
tional attraction have their place. It is 
a marvelous thing that God has created 
these bodies and minds of ours so that 
they will charm and attract the op- 
posite sex. But when we become en- 
amored only with the feminine grace 
and beauty of a woman, or the. mas- 
culine strength and agility of a man, or 
when we substitute these things for the 
more durable and spiritual qualities, 
we are missing the meaning of true 
love. Beauty and physical comeliness 


may thrill for a time, but these qual- 
ities fade and become impaired and 
their passing leaves boredom or strife 
if our affection does not rest on the 
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solid foundation of unselfish regard for 
one another and mutual understanding. 


we 


Read slowly and thoughtfully the 
Scripture lesson for this week in the 
thirteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians, us- 
ing the word “love” instead of “charity” 
(if you are using the King James Ver- 
sion). “Charity” was the old English 
word for pure, true love. Note the 
high standard God has set here for 
love. It is the superlative of all the 
gifts of the Spirit mentioned in Gala- 
tians 5:22, 23 (1 °Cor. 12:31; 13:18). 
Can you think of any human love that 
measures up to this standard? Even 
human mother-love comes short of this 
ideal. Yet we are told to covet this 
gift of the Spirit. It ig not something 
that we “fall into” or stumble upon. 
It comes only through a work of grace 
in our hearts as we yield ourselves 
completely and wholeheartedly to God, 
and let Him work out in us His reason- 
able and perfect will (Rom. 12:1, 2). 


se 


God knows where the one is whom 
we may love truly and who will love 
us truly in return and with whom we 
will be supremely happy as a life part- 
ner. Is it not reasonable to trust the 
One who has created us and who loves 
us to lead us to the one of His choice 
and show us His will? But He carinot do 
this if we are not looking to Him for 
direction. When we insist upon choos- 
ing our friends and companions among 
those who do not love and follow our 
Lord, or when we take the bit in our 
teeth and plunge ahead in our own will, 
God sometimes has to let us go through 
difficult or bitter experiences in order 
to bring us to our senses and get us to 
the place where we will come to the 
end of our willfulness and let Him 
show us His better way. 


se 


Even when we are careful to see to 
it that all our close friends are Chris- 
tians, we need God’s direction in the 
choice of the particular one who is to 
be a life partner. Our safety lies in 
keeping short accounts with God. The 
moment the thought crosses our minds 
that a certain person may be the one 
with whom we could be happy for life, 
our course is to talk to our: Heavenly 
Father about this one and ask Him so 
to control our thoughts and desires, 
and the thoughts and desires of the 
other one as well, that we both may be 
led unerringly into the center of God’s 
will. If you will do this faithfully and 
sincerely, whenever you are attracted 
to another, you will escape many mis- 
takes and heartaches and difficult situa- 
tions and you will give your Heavenly 
Father the opportunity of bringing into 
your life a far greater joy and’ blessing 
than you can possibly plan for your- 
self by following blindly your own 
emotions and desires. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The secret of a holy life is God-pos- 
session.—E. W. Moore. 
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Lilias Trotter of Algiers 
(Continued from page 419) 


the uncertain writing of a sick woman” 
was this: “‘Open flowers’—they are the 
last but one in the series of the temple 
carvings. Patience, fearlessness, purity, 
and fruitfulness, and the passion for 
service—we have seen them all sym- 
bolized. ‘Open flowers’ surely tell of 
the joy that is to run through all. No 
need for their ‘corn and wine and oil’ 
here; no thorns—absolute purity of col- 
our. ‘Thy face the heart of every 
flower that grows’—you can read Him 
in them—the merry heart of the celan- 
dines, and the pure, simple happiness 
of the primrose, and the shout of the 
daffodil’s golden trumpet. We speak of 
the God of love, and of the God of 
peace, but so seldom of the God of Joy.” 

She had some weeks of suffering, but 
her mind was clear. As the end drew 
near she looked out of the window and 
exclaimed, “A chariot and six horses!” 
A friend said to her, “You are seeing 
beautiful things,” and with joy she re- 
plied, “Yes, many, many beautifyl 
things.” “Those were her last words.” 


we 


Children at Home 


Jewel's Birthday Party 


A true story 
By Erene Rosee 


ITTLE JEWEL was dancing from 

one foot to the other; she would be 
exactly four years old that week, and 
Mamie said she could choose the ones 
she wanted for her birthday party. 
This was the first party she had ever 
had. 

“IT will ask Queenie, and Kept, and 
Grace, and Blossom,” she said, pausing 
between each name as if she were 
thinking deeply and considering the 
merits of each girl. “And what shall, 
we eat? Cakes and lemonade? Any- 
thing else?” as her missionary mother 
made other suggestions. 

The little tongue wagged incessantly 
all the afternoon until bedtime prayers; 
then kneeling ‘at Mamie’s knee she told 
the Lord all about the wonderful party 
she was going to have, adding, “Please, 
God, bless all the girls who are coming 
to hear Your Word.” Looking up she 
said, “Don’t you think they should have 
a flannelgraph lesson? Lord Jesus is so 
lovely and He loves them so much! We 
must tell them.” 

“Why don’t you give them a flannel- 
graph lesson, Jewel?” This was a new 
idea, but it was her party, so why not? 
Then, with a bright smile, she said, “Yes, 
I know! I will tell them about the 
Good Shepherd and how He is looking 
for them. Will you give me the pictures 
on the little board?” 

The long-waited-for day arrived. 
During the morning Jewel attended the 
usual morning class for girls, did her 
little piece of sewing sitting on a stool 
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son for June 14 


at Mamie’s feet, and with a deeper in- 
terest than usual, watched carefully as 
the Gospel was given with flannelgraph. 
Three o’clock and the first little 
neighbor arrived, escorted by her 
mother, dressed up with a good deal of 
borrowed finery. She looked wonder- 
ful to Jewel, who was dressed simply 
and with a large bow on her dark curly 
hair. Soon they were all there and 
their shyness turned to happy laughter 
as they played various English games. 
“We are going to eat now,” announced 
Jewel with suppressed excitement, 
knowing that a cake with four candles 
was just about to be brought in. 
The little guests arranged themselves 
’ crossed-legged on the low mattresses, 
and each one spread out a large hand- 
kerchief on her knee. Into this went 
as much as she could conveniently carry 
home, for this was the polite thing to 
do: then Little Brother, or Big Sister, 
or even Mother could taste the goodies. 
“Now we are going to talk about the 
Lord Jesus,” said Jewel as she seated 
herself in front of them on her usual 
little stool, with the small flannel board 
fixed at her side. But it was not as 
easy as she had expected: she was not 
used to speaking in their language, and 
she needed help from time to time. 
But at last the story had been told and 
thé pictures put on at the right time. 
Then, with the picture of the Good 
Shepherd on the board, holding the 
little lost lamb in His arms, with the 
mother sheep at the side, she said: 
‘This is the Lord Jesus, and see how 
He loves His little lamb! That little 
lamb is you, Queenie, but I don’t think 
He has found you yet. And it’s you, 
Grace, and you, Blossom, and you, Kept, 
and He wants to find you very much 
because He does love you. You must 
let Him find you soon. Now, Mamie, 


you pray,” she added in the same 
breath. 

As the prayer was finished she 
beamed on them saying, “Isn’t He 


lovely?” and all eyes went to the pic- 
ture and little heads nodded yes. 


ye 
With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Tino and the Typhoon. By Alice Geer 
Kelsey. (Longmans, Green & Co., Inc., 
New York 18; $2.75.) Why was it that 
Erlinda and Pedring were brave 
enough to climb all the thirty-one steps 
of the lighthouse while Tino, older than 
they, shook in his skin if he even went 
up a tree? Mother Luna understood 
this fear, but Father did not. And that 
was a pity because Tino loved ma- 
chines, but Father wouldn’t let him run 








the outboard motor until he could 
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when he advised the town fathers, “We 
should have a battery radio in our 
village so we could know if it was safe 
to go fishing.” But no one listened. 
And when the typhoon struck, the boats 
were all at sea. Then the lighthouse 
light went out. And none but Tino 
knew how to put on new mantles. 
Mother encouraged and Tino prayed 
until, at last, the boy’s trembling legs 
carried him all the way up. The light 
guided the boats to safety, and, later, 
the town fathers decided to get the 
radio, but, best of all, Tino had con- 
quered his fear. 


With Healing in His Wings. By 
Orville Steggerda. (Zondervan. Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) 
The city suburb known as Walder 


Avenue was a bit of Americana that. 


revolved around Dr. Bill Rider, an 
amazing Christian who sought to heal 
both body and soul. And interesting, 
indeed, were those who came for that 
healing. There was Phil Artwaite, 
former alcoholic but now mission 
preacher and Doc’s closest friend. There 
was Mrs. Poelman whose aneurism was 
incurable, but Doc could and did save 
her son, Paulie, from the town bookie, 
by getting him a job with Ollie Kruck, 
druggist. Paulie’s young aunt, Phyllis, 
had been dead while she lived since 
tragedy had taken her husband two 
weeks after their wedding. Doc 
wrought a cure by making her his 
office nurse. There was Margie Simp- 
son who was outside the pale of re- 
spectability, but Doc found her decent 
employment. Then there was Sam who 
had been left queer in the head after 
the shock of losing his leg ,at the 
foundry, and no one but Doc sensed 
his building resentment and managed 
to stave off the break with reality. 
All these and many more were gently 
nudged toward the Mission where Phil 
so ably presented the Gospel of grace. 
Even the finest, however, may be 
snared and the lonely doctor was no 
exception. It was beautiful Ruth Ma- 
cauley who did it—she who was willing 
to attend a city church but not a mis- 
sion. Nor could her aristocratic senses 
endure the sights and smells of Walder 
Avenue. Not until a terrible accident 
to Doc himself brought Phyllis back 
into the picture to be his personal nurse 
did the man realize God’s true plan 
for his life. And, with Doctor Bill, 
to realize was to obey. 


How To Hide a Hippopotamus. By 
Volney Croswell. (Dodd, Mead & Co.,, 
New York 16; $2.) Author Croswell’s 
book for tots holds a giggle on every 
page, as he endeavors in word and 
picture to hide a hippopotamus behind 
the wallpaper, in a tree, under a rug, 
back of a chair, in the rear of a big 
rock, among a lot of giraffes, inside 
a den of lions or spooky black leopards, 
in a hutch of rabbits and behind a 
cloud of birds. The one place where 
such a huge beast could be hidden 
will bring forth a whole cascade of 
laughs, since anyone could have guessed 
it immediately, but probably didn’t. 





climb. Then, too, Tino was a bit cocky 
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WANTED: 1.:n- 
-again, Bible-believing man to 
become superintendent of a — organized home 
for Christian parolees. Substantial salary, room and 
board. Send recent photo and 
Home of the Emanci 
Phila., Pa. 





EVANGELICAL LAYMAN jooxing forward 
to semi-retirement this coming Fall. Interested in 
doing field work for a religious, social or commercial 
- anization. No house to house selling. Write 

iv. 910, The Sunday School Times, 329 N. 13th 
= Philadelphia 5, Pa. 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2,PA.- CH/CO, a. 











Words Wanted. By Eunice V. Pike. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; $2.75.) Miss 
Pike describes clearly the methods used 
by the Wycliffe Bible Translators of 
which she is a member. She went to 
the Mazatec tribe in Mexico in 1936, 
and she and her friend, 'Florrie Hansen, 
reduced the language to writing and 
translated the New Testament. She 
gives many interesting glimpses of the 
work of a translator and also of the 
village life of the Mazatecs. She and 
her colleague witnessed to the people 
as they gradually learned the language. 
She describes remarkable answers to 
prayer, such as the way the tea leaves 
were used over and over again to 
supply guests, and how her shoes held 
out for an unusually long time. Be- 
ing a trained nurse, Miss Pike often 
treated the people for wounds and ill- 
nesses and thus won their hearts. She 
has a sense of humor, which not only 
lightened her work but makes the book 
more interesting. The chapter on 
“Whistle-Talk” tells how the men trans- 
mit a variety of messages simply by 
whistling. One day when Miss Pike 
was talking to a girl she could see that 
her friend was vexed by a boy’s whis- 
tling, so she asked why. “He’s calling 
me a man,” said the girl, “and telling 
me to go for firewood!” Miss Pike has 
a gift for observing and recording de- 
tails and thus makes the reader see 
the village life in the mountains. She 
tells of those who became Christians 
through reading the Word. This book 
should be useful to new missionaries, 
who will have to learn strange lan- 
guages not yet reduced to writing, and it 
will give every reader a good picture 
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of the valuable work now done in 
many countries by the Wycliffe Bible 
Translators. 


The Children’s Page. By Wade C. 
Smith. (May be had from the author, 
Weaverville, N. C., $1.25, paper, post- 
paid.) Here is a collection of eighty 
stories, each covering just one page 
and illustrated with Mr. Smith’s clever 
little pen-and-ink drawings which are 
So well known to Times readers. These 
sketches go beyond the Little Jetts and 
show grasshoppers, kitties, eagles, frogs, 
flies, birds, bees, foxes, and many other 
things that help to make the stories 
plain. The text is a reproduction of 
Mr. Smith’s own hand-printing, and 
the drawings are scattered all through 
it; sometimes the text runs right over 
them. The type is large and the style 
simple, so that children can read them 
to themselves. Each story has a spirit- 
ual lesson and many are based directly 
on Bible incidents. There are several 
on David, two on the Flood, one on 
Daniel and the lions, others on the lost 
sheep, Zaccheus, the conversion of Paul, 
and some for special occasions, as 
Thanksgiving and Mother’s Day. It 
takes only two or three minutes to read 
a story and let a child look at the pic- 
tures. This makes good reading for 
bedtime or Sunday afternoons, since 
most Sunday schools are no longer held 
at that time. Mr. Smith has real gifts 
as storyteller and artist, as Tres 
readers very. well know. His book— 
about the size of a copy of the TrweEs 
—will be a real help to parents and 
teachers. 


Stories of Hymns We Love. By Ce- 
cilia Margaret Rudin. (Moody Press, 
Chicago 10; $1.50.) Almost as beauti- 
ful and inspiring as the hymns them- 
selves are these well-written stories 
about how they came to be. The bio- 
graphical sketches of some of the great 
hymn writers are a blessed accompani- 
ment to the hymns themselves. The 
stories of Martin Luther, Isaac Watts, 
Charles Wesley, and many, many others, 
give added beauty and value to the 
hymns they wrote. The whole range of 
hymnody has been scanned from 1530 
on, and richest gems of spiritual wor- 
ship and praise selected, with the au- 
thors and dates given. Here is a book 


of charm and profitable reading for the. 


home, church, or school. 


Miracle of Sage Valley. By Janet 
Randall. (Longmans, Green & Co., Inc., 
New York 18; $2.75.) Any lover of 
horses will find keen delight in this 
horsy story of life on a large dude 
ranch in the West. Pat Regan was 
lonely, but she loved animals, especially 
horses, and she thoroughly enjoyed the 
great stretches of wild and rugged 
country. One day, alone on horseback, 
she discovered in Wildcat Canyon a 
beautiful, lost, palomino mare and her 
baby colt. The mother had been caught 
in tangled barbed wire, evidently for 
days, and was in bad condition. Pat’s 
courage and resourcefulness is a thrill- 
ing story, and her reward is great. The 
story is interesting and clean, but it 
involves typically worldly people. 
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Out of the Dark. By Emily May 
Young. (Exposition Press, Inc., New 
York 16; $2.50.) This little book of 
brief but lovely poems is well named, 
“Out of the Dark,” for it throws heav- 
enly light on life’s pathway. There are 
many gems of verse that breathe a 
spirit of faith and trust, joy and thank- 
fulness, such as the poems, “Speak to 
Me, Lord,” “A Thankful Heart,” and 
many others. There is a touch of hu- 
mor in “May’s Charm.” A novel fea- 
ture is found in several exquisite bits 
of verse having to do with “A Good 
Old Age,” and “Nearest Heaven.” 


se 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





mes | Bible Readings on the International 
essons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. : 


June 8 to 14 


Mon., June 8.—2 Kings 5:1-7. 
Naaman Seeks a Cure. 
PRAYER SucGcesTions: “A little maid 
. .. waited on Naaman’s wife. And she 
said unto her mistress, Would God my 
lord were with the prophet that is in 
Samaria! for he would recover him of 
his leprosy.” Note the remarkable 
providences in Naaman’s seeking and 
being cured of his leprosy. The provi- 
dences of God began with the captured 
maiden and carried through to the heal- 
ing of Naaman’s leprosy. The hand of 
God “only doeth wondrous things.” Do 
you expect great things from God? 
Are you lowly enough for Him to use 
you right in the corner where you are? 
Pray for the spread of the Youth for 
Christ movement in other lands. 


Tues., June 9.—2 Kings 5:8-14. 
Elisha Cures Naaman. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “Then went he 
down, and dipped himself seven, times 
in Jordan, according to the saying of 
the man of God: and his flesh came 
again like unto the flesh of a little child, 
and he .was clean.” Great joy came to 
Naaman and the prophet and to others 
through that miracle. God was very 
gracious to them all. Elisha was careful 
to keep out of sight so that God could 
get all the glory for the miracle, and he 
was just as careful to present God’s 
words to him. Herein is a great lesson 
for us preachers who want to see mir- 
acle conversions at this time when there 
are few remarkable manifestations of 
Saving grace. Pray for more tokens 
of the work of the Spirit in your 
church. 


Wed., June 10.—2 Kings 5:15-19. 
The Only God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Behold, now I 
know that there is no God in all the 
earth, but in Israel.” That was a great 
lesson which was quickly learned. “The 
Lord openeth the eyes of the blind.” 
A change of heart is instantaneous, but 
the preliminaries may take a little time. 
Naaman would never have been con- 
verted if it had not been for the human 
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agencies in his life. From the maid to 
the prophet, God let into Naaman’s life 
the things which prepared him for the 
healing of his leprosy. Pray that God 
will use you in some way to help lead 
others into the blessing of the salvation 
of God. 


Thurs., June 11.—2 Kings 5:19b-27. 
Gehazi’s Covetousness, 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Is it a time to 
receive money, and to receive garments, 
and oliveyards, and vineyards, and 
sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and 
maidservants?” Gehazi thought Elisha 
had made a great mistake in making 
no charge for God-willed services, and 
so he decided to take advantage of 
Naaman’s generosity. It is dangerous 
to make money out of God’s use of us 
to others through covetousness. It is a 
deadly evil. God pronounces a woe 
against it in Habakkuk 2:9. It is not to 
be named once among Christians. (See 
Eph. 5:3.) It is a sin to be mortified. 
(See Col. 3:5.) It must never be used 
as a “cloke” (1 Thess. 2:5). Pray that 
your life may be free from this terrible 
sin of covetousness. (See Mal. 1:10.) 


Fri., June 12.—Psa. 33:1-12. 
God Loves Righteousness, 
PRAYER SuGGEsTiIons: “He loveth right- 
eousness.” God is a God of truth; ‘just 
and right is He at all times and in all 
things. When He judges the world, it 
will be in righteousness. Righteousness 
before God and men becometh God’s 
people in all times, in all places, and 
in all things. Pray that the Lord will 
lead you in “paths of righteousness for 
his name’s sake.” 


Sat., June 13.—Psa. 33:13-22. 
God’s Steadfast Love. 


Prayer Succestions: “Behold, the eye 
of the Lord is upon them that fear him, 
upon them that hope in his mercy.” 
God is true to His holy nature and 
faithful to every statement He has made 
to man. The heavens declare His faith- 
fulness, and not one word of promise 
He has given us will fail. This fact 
ought to make us to rejoice with trem- 
bling, for God is faithful in both kind- 
ness and chastisement. Adam found 
out that God’s penalty for sin was no 
idle warning. Pray that your life may 
be more governed by the holy will of 
God as revealed in the Scriptures. 


Sun., June 14.—Psa. 44:1-8. 
Thou Hast Saved Us. 
PRAYER SucceEstions: “Thou hast saved 
us from our enemies.” . 
the Lord. There is no such thing as 
self-salvation. We are sinners and help- 
less and cannot save ourselves from 
either our sin, our master Satan, or 
from our peril. Like a drowning man, 
with only a cry for help left, we must 
call upon the name of the Lord. Call 
like the dying thief on the cross called, 
condemning himself, justifying the Lord 
Jesus, and pleading for mercy facing 
the woes of eternity. “Whosoever shall 
call upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved” (Rom. 10:13). Pray for the 
early conversion of your loved ones. 


Salvation is of 





















